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By ORVILLE PRESCOTT 



Otu Skorxeny 


O TTO SKORZEKT. a d-foot I-inch Viennese 
with a Marred faos, la known to the world 
u th« man wfeo readied Mussolini from 
Imprisonment and at the c o mmando officer whose 
troops in American uniforms did much to con* 
tribute to the confusion behind the Am eric a n 
Unea during the Battle of the Bulge. Thera wars 
few eoldlera who earned Hitler better than this 
fellow-Austrian, fel- 
! low* adventurer. His 
own account of his 
> war experiences, 
“filtofXeny*s Secret 
Missions: War Kern* 
oirs of the Most Dan* 
fcrotu Men In Eu- 
rope/** Is now pub- 
lished tn this country. 

This Is a curious 
book. It contains some 
interesting material; 
but, due to its author's 
intellectual and lit- 
erary limitations. It 
Is much less Interest* 
tag than It might have 
! been. Slcotxeny seems 
to be a superbly re* 
sourceful and a Joy* 
fully enthusiastic fighting man. Him loyalty to 
Hitler was absolute. The unsuccessful putsch 
of July. 1*44. which nearly succeeded in the assas- 
sination of Hitler, was “a criminal enterprise** 
to Skorxeny, who took to active part In Its sup* 
presston. Fighting- for HlUer to Bkorxeny was 
the same thing as fighting for “the salvation of 
Germany." 

. Type of Vassal for Any Hitler 
Obviously, then, Otto 8korteny la not the type 
to indulge In eelf-revelations, to explore his own 
or other people's characters. His book is the 
proud record of the matary achievements of an 
Insensitive, unscrupulous and essentially stupid 
man, who never regrets for a moment that he 
devoted his gnat abilities as a soldier to the 
service of a monstrous leader and an Infamous 
state. If a new Hitler appeared in Germany 
tomorrow, one feels after reading this book, 
Skorxeny would bs at his side. 

In April, 1W3, after considerabls service on 
the Russian front and six months of dull re* 
cuperaUon at a Berlin arms depot, Skorxeny was 
transferred to the army's secret service and put 
in charge of a commando unit He sincerely 
admired the British commandos and did his best 
to imitate their training and equipment. Hi this, 
he says, he was aided by captured British agents 
who “willingly" supplied Information. Whether 
their "willingness** was induced by torture 8kor* 
aeny doesn't Indicate. His book is bare or de- 
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tails, anyway, and always open to doubt How 
much can this Nad bravo be believed? 

When Skotxeny was first summoned to HltVsris 
head qu ar ters he “lived through an unforgettable 
moment. Hers was the man who, mom than 
say Chief of State, had taksn mo decisive a band 
la the destiny of Germany! Hers was my master 
whom I had been following loyally for years. 
Here was my leader far whom I had absolute 
confidence!** It Is a good example of Hitler's 
ability to Inspire adoring devotion la his followers. 

A mating Change Wrought In War 

Leas Uum a year later, fat September, 1944, 
Skorxeny found Hitler changed for lh« worse: 
"I saw an infinitely weary man, who had sged 
terribly and Who stooped considerably; even 
Ms voice, so vibrant before, now seemed weary. 
His left hand trembled so violently that he was 
forced to dutch it with his right Was v this a 
result of the attempt made on his life on July 30? 
Oobsd the Fuehrer simply crumbled under the 
terrible weight of his responsibilities which he 
had shouldered and which he had now boras 
alone for several years? I could not help won- 
dering how this old man could atm find the 
soergy needed for the accomplishment of his 
task.'* 

The principal events chronicled In “Skoneny** 

Secret Missions** are: the rescue of Mussolini, 
a triumph of expert espionage, efficient organiza- 
tion and daring skill; the organization of secret 
forces surrounding Vichy, which were never used 
for whatever nefarious purpose Hitler bad In 
mind; the kidnapping of Nlkla* Borthy, son of 
the Hungarian Regent; the capture of the Hun* 
garian Government's building* and of the Regent 
himself to prevent a Hungarian capitulation to 
Russia, and Bkorzeny** pari la the Battle of 
the Bulge. 

Like eo many eoldlera, Skorxeny was disgusted 
by the red tape and interference of “top brass'* 
and “our beloved bureaucrats.** He complains of 
too MUJe and too late. If only the Jet planes 
had been manufactured in quantity sooner, as 
they could have been! If only buzz-bombs had 
been developed soontr! If only there 'had been 
more gasoline, more planes, more everything! 

In the course of hti choppy, sketchy, super- 
ficial and badly written narrative Skorxeny has . 
Included a number of interesting facts. Two of 
them are about Heinrich Himmler. While 8kor* 
zeny was trying to find out where Mussolini was 
confined Himmler “mobilized** the clairvoyants 
and astrologers of Berlin to help provide the 
answer. Hlxnmkrwvs enthusiastic about a vague 
plan to bombard New Tort with buzz-bombs 
launched from sub m a rines . *1 have always been 
convinced," said Hi rainier, “that the Americans 
are Incapable of suffering direct blows, especially 
when they do not expect them/* 

This edition of “Skorxeny’* Secret Missions'* 
was translated by Jacques U Oe.xq from a 
French edition, which In turn was translated 
from a much mw, •vt.-.w... n—. 
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